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did not deny themselves the pleasure of pointing out to
M. Reynaud that, by getting rid of him, he would accom-
plish a master-stroke. At a meeting of the Foreign
Affairs Commission of the Chamber at the end of April,
M. Paul Reynaud, stopping the attacks on the Secretary-
General of the Quai d'Orsay which were beginning, had
said with the outward swagger that he liked to display :
" I beg you not to lay the blame on men and administra-
tions. There is a Minister. He is present. I am he."
But this jauntiness might, perhaps, weaken on the
morning or evening, when they would say to him : " Sign !
You will please Bonnet, Flandin, Mistier, de Monzie,
Maurras, Bunau-Varilla, Lemery ..." and also " Violet-
Beard " of the " hinge group/' who on the very day of
the Ministry's presentation before Parliament had uttered
an indictment of the Quai d'Orsay and of M. Leger.
He was not weakening yet. And Leger had, all the
same, reliable friends and men who paid homage to his
worth and his services. I do not speak of myself, who
was probably also included in the hostility that M. Leger
encountered in M. Reynaud's circle, but I refer to Leon
Blum, Herriot and Daladier, who were all to be reckoned
with, as was Delbos, who was disconcerted by Leger's
manner, but who recognised the truth and loyalty of his
policy. I refer also to British statesmen.
But the pressure was severe. Reynaud's associates said
to hrm : " It will be the starring point of a great spectacular
diplomatic movement which will make a deep impression
on public opinion." It was not a question, they conceded,
of shelving M. Leger altogether. " Give him the post in
London," they said. " There he will be welcome. Churchill,
Eden, Chamberlain and Halifax will not then be able to
betray the slightest sign of ill-humour. Corbin can be sent
to Rome, room being made by moving M. Frangois Poncet
to some board of directors, or an economic under-secretariat*
There's M. Peyrouton at Bucharest."
" But Malvy wants Madrid for his son-in-law."